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COLONY UPDATE: 
Time for a little lemur matchmaking! 

    Ther e have been sever al changes to  o ur  lemur  co lo ny o ver  the last few mo nths as we
    pr epar e fo r  br eeding seaso n!

   To  incr ease the genetic diver sity o f the lemur  po pulatio ns, it is impo r tant to  send o ur  animals  
   to  o ther  institutio ns and to  br ing new lemur s into  o ur  po pulatio n.

 In Octo ber  o f this year , Andr es, o ur  two -year  o ld mo ngo o se lemur  (Eulemur mongoz) was
tr ansfer r ed fr o m his family gr o up at LCF to  Omaha's Henr y Do o r ly Zo o  and Aquar ium to  be
pair ed with a br eeding female.
So be and Sar sapar illa, two  br eeding females, came to  LCF fr o m the Duke Univer sity Lemur
Center. Stella, o ne o f o ur  female r ing-tailed lemur s, was tr ansfer r ed to  the Lo wr y Par k Zo o  to  be
a co mpanio n fo r  their  male, Gizmo . Mo lso n, a male r ing-tailed lemur  who  was pr evio usly pair ed
with Stella is no w ho used with So be and Sar sapar illa!
Last, but cer tainly no t least, we ar e happy to  welco me Wizar d, a r ar e co llar ed lemur  (Eulemur
collaris), to  o ur  co lo ny.. She also  came fr o m the Duke Univer sity Lemur  Center  and will be pair ed
with Olivier ,o ur  thr ee-year  o ld male co llar ed lemur. LCF no w has two  br eeding pair s o f co llar ed
lemur s. Since ther e ar e ver y few co llar ed lemur  bir ths each year  we ar e ho ping that o ur  two
br eeding pair s will have success this year.

 
 Stay tuned to  see ho w we did with o ur  match-making!

LCF Intern Rachel Mattes On The Job! What did Rachel
catch on the other end of that pole? 

Mo st inter ns might be sur pr ised to  have catching alligato r s o n their  jo b descr iptio n.
Rachel do esn't seem to  mind a bit!  In spite o f the chain link fence to pped with ho t wir e, so metimes
unwelco me guests manage to  make their  way into  the fo r ests her e at LCF.  A small alligato r  was
fo und in o ne fo r est dur ing a r o utine fence walk.
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Typically a fence walk involves scouting the perimeter of the fence and making sure it is in good working
condition and that no branches are hanging close enough to allow for a lemur escape. However,  this fence
walk quickly became out of the ordinary when Animal Care Technician Felicia Spector and Animal Care
Intern Rachel Mattes (pictured above) captured and released a small alligator that was found inside the forest.
 
 

The alligator probably would not have posed much of a threat to the lemurs because of its small size,  but it
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was still determined that the best course of action would be to relocate it. Using a catch pole to restrain the
alligator and some towels to wrap its body,  the alligator was quickly and easily carried out of the forest and
released next to a small pond on the property. It was not spotted again after the incident and the forest
remains safe and sound.
 

ART & SCIENCE: SHOULD 'STEM' BE 'STEAM?' 
Yo u might have hear d o f STEM pr o jects in educatio n: Science, Techno lo gy, Engineer ing, and Math.
Sho uld it r eally be STEAM: Science, Techno lo gy, Engineer ing, ART, and Math?

In a TED Talk, Dr . Mae Jemiso n, a do cto r , dancer , and the fir st Afr ican Amer ican wo man in space,
said  "The differ ence between science and the ar ts is no t that they ar e differ ent sides o f the same co in...
o r  even differ ent par ts o f the same co ntinuum, but r ather , they ar e manifestatio ns o f the same thing.
The ar ts and sciences ar e avatar s o f human cr eativity."CLICK HERE to enjoy Dr.  Jamison's TED
Talk, about revitalizing the arts and sciences.
 
'Renewing o ur  fo cus o n STEM is an uno bjectio nably wo r thwhile endeavo r .  Science and
techno lo gy ar e the pr imar y dr iver s o f o ur  wo r ld eco no my, and the United States is in the lead.
B ut ther e is a gr o wing gr o up o f advocates  who  believe that STEM is missing a key co mpo nent - o ne
that is equally deser ved o f r enewed attentio n, enthusiasm and funding. That co mpo nent is the Ar ts. If
these advo cates have their  way, STEM wo uld beco me STEAM.
 
Their  pr o po sitio n actually makes a lo t o f sense, and no t just because the new acr o nym is easy o n the
ear s. Tho ugh many see ar t and science as so mewhat at o dds, the fact is that they have lo ng existed and
develo ped co llabo r atively. This syner gy was embo died in gr eat thinker s like the legendar y Leo nar do
Da Vinci and the r eno wned Chinese po lymath Su So ng. One o f Car l Jung's mytho lo gical ar chetypes
was the ar tist-scientist, which r epr esents builder s, invento r s, and dr eamer s.  
 
No bel laur eates in the sciences are  seventeen times likelier  than the aver age scientist to  be a painter ,
twelve times as likely to  be a po et, and fo ur  times as likely to  be a musician.'   
 
 
READ THE ARTICLE  by Steven Ross Pomeroy  in Scientific American discussing educatio n,
science, and the ar ts.
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