LEMTIRE CGDMZEREVATION
FOUNDATION

E-ulemur Latitudes
e-newsletter October 2013
www.lemurreserve.org

Increased Poaching Reported

Madagascar Diary: Our co lleagues do ing fieldr esear chin so uthwest Madagascar near the
Tsimanampetso tsaNatio nal Par kr epor t dr amatic incr ease in wildlife po aching.

CLICKTO LEARNMO RE ABO UT

THE AKO PROJECT: Animals like Ring-tailed lemur s (L emur catta), Ver r eaux's sifaka (Pr o pithecus ver r eauxi), and the giant-

MADAGASCAR LEMUR striped mo ngo o ses (Galidictis gr andidier i) ar e all being har vested. The po aching is in r esponse to
ADVENT URES luxur y mar ket demands for bushmeat, char coaland timber in ur ban ar eas like Toliar 3 andnot
&TO SHOP necessarily ar esult o fr ur al village inhabitants hunting for subsistence food Ther e ar e co mplex links

between po ver ty and thr eats to wildlife, discussed in this r epor tfi o m the Inter natio nal Institute for
Envir onmentand D evelo pment.
CLICKHERE TO READ THE REPORT

Demandfor bushmeatappears to be driven by wealthier peo ple, justlike demandin the illegal wildlife
trade is. In this mo del wealthier member s o fco mmunities living near pr o tectedar eas can presenta
bigger threatto conservation than poor ones, even thoughpoorer ones, mo tivated to meet their
own and their families physical needs, ar e the o nes actually engaging in the envir o nmental degr adatio n.

Hereis alink tothe Foundation Center's recent paper "Inves tments to EndPoverty, realmoney, real
choices, reallives. '
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Here's a page from our Annual Report about the conservation
status of lemurs:
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In 2012 leading conservationists and hers, including LCT Scientific Advisory Council member Dr.
Erik Patel, met in Madagascar to re-assess the [UCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature)
‘red list' for each species of lemur. The 'TUCN Red List of Tk d the conservation
status of fragile flora and fauna around the world. The 2012 assess:nent documented 91% of the
worlds lemur species as "Critically End d,''En ! or Vul ble.' According to Dr. Russell

Mittermeier, President of Conservation International and Chairperson of the IUCN Primate Specialist
Group, lemurs are the mest threatened primate on earth. (Learn more here: discover incnredlistong)
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Until 2009 Mad made imp strides toward protecting the country’s legendary biodiversity.
Under President Ravalomanana's leadership (2002-2008) several progressive conservation policies
were developed and put into practice. His government designated 10% of Mad ‘aland as
protected parks and established eco-tourism initiatives. In 2009, a military coup ousted President
Ravalomanana. Sinice the coup political i ility has inad i in deforestation
and poaching.
Because the 2008 [UCN red list of lemurs d prior to the political coup and the

increase in illegal logging and poaching it was considered urgent to reevaluate the conservation
status of the 103 lemur species. Today Dr. Mittermeier notes that Madagascar has the most endangered
pn.'mates of any single country in the world. It is at the head of charts usually measured in terms of
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Lemurs included on the list of the Warld's 35 Most
Erd d Pri e

Berthe'’s mouse lemur), Eulermur flavifrons
(Sclater's black la.mu:r}, Lepllemu.r septentrionalis
3 e lemur), Propithecus candidus
;badn') and Varecia rubra or

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE about strategies to save lemurs from

extinction in the IUCN's report: 'LEMURS OF MADAGASCAR - A Strategy
For Their Conservation 2013-2016'
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Red ruffed lemur (Varecia rubra) at the Myakka City Lemur Reserve. photo by Ann Foster
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