LEMTUR CONSERVATION
FOUNDATION

Lemur Latitudes
e-newsletter August 2013
www.lemurreserve.org

I

W)

DONATE HERE

-
CLICKTO LEARNMO RE
ABOUT THE AKO

PROJECT: MADAGASCAR
LEMUR ADVENT URES

CLICKHERE TO SHOP

LCF WEB SITE

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

CLICK HERE TO SHOP
LCF ON AMAZON

Yale Researchers find sharing childcare duties helps

childr ens puzzle available in lemurs

our Amazon store

The August editio n o fthe Yale News featur es r esear chabo utlemur par enting habits like shar ing nests
with o ther mo ther s and'pooling' o finfants by multiple mo thers.
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"Mo ther's that co o per ate have mor e time to eatand take car e o fthemselves and, in tur n, their
offspring are more likely to survive," said BrendaBr adley, assistant professor o fanthr o polo gy
and co-author o fthe study.

"Andsome mo thers - butno tall- end up mo ving in and cr eating co mmunal nests to co o per atively
raise offspring," said Andr eaB aden, postdo ctoralresear cher andfir stauthor o fthe study. "While
two or thr ee mo ther s ar e o fffulfilling o ther needs, like for aging and so cializing, o ne will stay behind
to babysitand pr o tect infants in the nest, including tho se thatar e nother own."

oin Our Mailing List! Yale r esear cher s notonly observedlemur behavior in the wild but co nducted genetic tests on the
lemur s to deter mine whether the nestshar er s wer e r elated and simply cr eating asor t o ffamily

compound. Intriguingly, non-r elatives and kin bo th shar e nests.

CLICKHERE TO READ THE ARTICLE

LCF Intern Research Projects

Didyo ukno w that, in addition to their har dworkin animal husbandry or o ther special fo cus ar eas,
our LCF inter ns conductsome inspiring and impor tantr esear chatthe L CF Myakka City L emur
Reserve?

Alison Zak studied Mo ngo o se par enting, with special inter est in pater nal co ntr ibutions to lemur
infant develo pment:

Ms. ZaK's projectis intended to incr ease under standing o fmongo o se lemur infant develo pmentand
parentalcare. No prior resear chhas fo cused on these aspects o fthis species' life history. To
accomplishher resear chgo a Ms. Zak used basic behavior aldatato develo p an activity budget and
explor ed the extentto which mongo o se lemur males ar e invo Ivedin the car e o ftheir infants

compar ed with females. She obser ved infants in their family gr oups for periods o ftime andno ted
the fr equency o fspecific behaviors.

"The mongo ose lemurs atthe Myakka City r eser ve ar e ho used in gr o ups that take into

consider atio n the so cial str uctur e o fwild Eulemur mongoz In the wild, bo nded male-female pair s
live in small, pr imar ily mo no gamo us gr o ups with their immatur e o fspring (Cur tis 1999). Primates
consider edto be mo no gamo us o ften exhibit char acter istics suchas pair -bonding, pater nalcare,
andter ritor iality (Kleiman 197 7). This projectwill assess the degr ee o fpater nal car e in captive
mongoose lemurs. Direct pater nal car e behavior s include tr anspor ting, feeding, gr oo ming, and
defending, and ago nistic aid (Kleiman 197 7, Strier 2007). Accor dingto the par entalcare theory, a
species with incr eased pater nal cer tainty sho uld pr o vide incr eased pater nal care. (Mo ller 1998).
Male mongo o se lemur s living in mo no gamo us pair s have incr eased pater nal cer tainty and wo uld
ther efor e benefit fr o m dir ectly par ticipating in the car e o ftheir o fSpring. So, itcan be suggested that
male mongo o se lemur s willspend asignificant amo unt o ftime par ticipating in pater nal car e, tho ugh
the mo ther is still the primary provider o finfant car e. Dataon adultand infant behavior, par ent-infant
so cial inter actions and pr o ximity willbe co llected and analyzed to assess the accur acy o fthis claim with
regardto Eulemur mongoz"

CLICKHERE TO READ ABOUT O THER INTERNPRO JECTS AT LCF

Your suppor thelps LCF pr o vide education o ppor tunities for yo ung scientists, and helps us ensur e
abrightfuture for lemurs. DONATE HERE to supportour educatio n and conser vation
programs.
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. Sk g gl :
Dr. Natalie Vasey Joins the LCF
Scientific Advisory Council

Dr. Vasey is Asso ciate Professor ofBiolo gical Anthr o polo gy at Por tland State Univer sity. Prior to
arriving in Por tland, she was afaculty member in the Ho war d Univer sity Co llege o fMedicine anda
Resear ch Asso ciate at PennsylvaniaState Univer sity. She ear ned an under gr aduate degr ee fi o m the
Univer sity o fCalifo r nia, B er keley andaPh.D. fr om Washington Univer sity in St Louis. Dr. Vasey is
an acco mplished scientist and educato r and adedicated co nser vatio nist.

Her resear chexplor es the behavioral ecolo gy, life histo r y adaptatio ns, and evo lution o fpr imates
withafo cus on the endanger ed and r ecently extinct primates o fMadagascar. She has author ed o ver
30 publicatio ns and co -edits two mono gr aphseries, "Cambr idge Field Studies in Pr imato lo gy"
(Cambr idge Univer sity Pr ess, for thco ming) and " Pr imate Field Studies” (Pr entice Hall, 20 0 4-
2009). Her resear chon var iegated and white- fr o nted br o wn lemur s o fthe Maso ala Peninsula,

nor theaster n Madagascar began in 1993 and is amo ng the o nly multi-decade studies o frain for est
lemur s in easter n Madagascar. Dr. Vasey has been dffiliated with the Lemur Conser vation

F o undatio n since 200 6 when she pilo ted afield scho olat the F o undation's Myakka City L emur
Reserve. Since 2009 she has dir ected and taught afield tr aining co ur se at the Reser ve every year,
intr o ducing talented students to field-based primatology. In 2009 she began visually do cumenting
the lives o flemur s fr om the rain for estcano py. Futur e plans invo lve br inging attentio n to

vulner able r ain for est cano pies in nor theaster n Madagascar thr o ugh do cumenting cano py

bio diver sity atlar ge.
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