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Yale Researchers find sharing childcare duties helps
lemurs 
The August editio n o f the Yale News featur es r esear ch abo ut lemur  par enting habits like shar ing nests
with o ther  mo ther s and 'po o ling' o f infants by multiple mo ther s. 
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"Mo ther s that co o per ate have mo r e time to  eat and take car e o f themselves and, in tur n, their
o ffspr ing ar e mo r e likely to  sur vive," said B r enda B r adley, assistant pr o fesso r  o f anthr o po lo gy
and co -autho r  o f the study.

"And so me mo ther s - but no t all - end up mo ving in and cr eating co mmunal nests to  co o per atively
r aise o ffspr ing," said Andr ea B aden, po st do cto r al r esear cher  and fir st autho r  o f the study. "While
two  o r  thr ee mo ther s ar e o ff fulfilling o ther  needs, like fo r aging and so cializing, o ne will stay behind
to  babysit and pr o tect infants in the nest, including tho se that ar e no t her  o wn."
 
Yale r esear cher s no t o nly o bser ved lemur  behavio r  in the wild but co nducted genetic tests o n the
lemur s to  deter mine whether  the nest shar er s wer e r elated and simply cr eating a so r t o f family
co mpo und.  Intr iguingly, no n-r elatives and kin bo th shar e nests.
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LCF Intern Research Projects 
Did yo u kno w that, in additio n to  their  har d wo r k in animal husbandr y o r  o ther  special fo cus ar eas, 
o ur  LCF inter ns co nduct so me inspir ing and impo r tant r esear ch at the LCF Myakka City Lemur
Reser ve? 

Aliso n Zak studied Mo ngo o se par enting, with special inter est in pater nal co ntr ibutio ns to  lemur
infant develo pment:

Ms. Zak's pr o ject is intended to  incr ease under standing o f mo ngo o se lemur  infant develo pment and
par ental car e. No  pr io r  r esear ch has fo cused o n these aspects o f this species' life histo r y. To
acco mplish her  r esear ch go al Ms. Zak used basic behavio r al data to  develo p an activity budget and
explo r ed the extent to  which mo ngo o se lemur  males ar e invo lved in the car e o f their  infants
co mpar ed with females.   She o bser ved infants in their  family gr o ups fo r  per io ds o f time and no ted
the fr equency o f specific behavio r s. 
"The mo ngo o se lemur s at the Myakka City r eser ve ar e ho used in gr o ups that take into
co nsider atio n the so cial str uctur e o f wild Eulemur  mo ngo z. In the wild, bo nded male-female pair s
live in small, pr imar ily mo no gamo us gr o ups with their  immatur e o ffspr ing (Cur tis 1999). Pr imates
co nsider ed to  be mo no gamo us o ften exhibit char acter istics such as pair -bo nding, pater nal car e,
and ter r ito r iality (Kleiman 1977). This pr o ject will assess the degr ee o f pater nal car e in captive
mo ngo o se lemur s. Dir ect pater nal car e behavio r s include tr anspo r ting, feeding, gr o o ming, and
defending, and ago nistic aid (Kleiman 1977, Str ier  2007). Acco r ding to  the par ental car e theo r y, a
species with incr eased pater nal cer tainty sho uld pr o vide incr eased pater nal car e. (Mo ller  1998).
Male mo ngo o se lemur s living in mo no gamo us pair s have incr eased pater nal cer tainty and wo uld
ther efo r e benefit fr o m dir ectly par ticipating in the car e o f their  o ffspr ing. So , it can be suggested that
male mo ngo o se lemur s will spend a significant amo unt o f time par ticipating in pater nal car e, tho ugh
the mo ther  is still the pr imar y pr o vider  o f infant car e. Data o n adult and infant behavio r , par ent-infant
so cial inter actio ns and pr o ximity will be co llected and analyzed to  assess the accur acy o f this claim with
r egar d to  Eulemur  mo ngo z."
 
  
 CLICK HERE TO  READ ABO UT O THER INTERN PRO JECTS AT LCF

Yo ur  suppo r t helps LCF pr o vide educatio n o ppo r tunities fo r  yo ung scientists, and helps us ensur e
a br ight futur e fo r  lemur s.  DO NATE HERE to  suppo r t o ur  educatio n and co nser vatio n
pr o gr ams.
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Dr. Natalie Vasey Joins the LCF  
Scientific Advisory Council
Dr . Vasey is Asso ciate Pr o fesso r  o f B io lo gical Anthr o po lo gy at Po r tland State Univer sity.  Pr io r  to
ar r iving in Po r tland, she was a faculty member  in the Ho war d Univer sity Co llege o f Medicine and a
Resear ch Asso ciate at Pennsylvania State Univer sity.  She ear ned an under gr aduate degr ee fr o m the
Univer sity o f Califo r nia, B er keley and a Ph.D. fr o m Washingto n Univer sity in St. Lo uis.  Dr . Vasey is
an acco mplished scientist and educato r  and a dedicated co nser vatio nist. 
Her  r esear ch explo r es the behavio r al eco lo gy, life histo r y adaptatio ns, and evo lutio n o f pr imates
with a fo cus o n the endanger ed and r ecently extinct pr imates o f Madagascar .  She has autho r ed o ver
30 publicatio ns and co -edits two  mo no gr aph ser ies, "Cambr idge Field Studies in Pr imato lo gy"
(Cambr idge Univer sity Pr ess, fo r thco ming) and "Pr imate Field Studies" (Pr entice Hall, 2004-
2009).  Her  r esear ch o n var iegated and white-fr o nted br o wn lemur s o f the Maso ala Peninsula,
no r theaster n Madagascar  began in 1993 and is amo ng the o nly multi-decade studies o f r ain fo r est
lemur s in easter n Madagascar .  Dr . Vasey has been affiliated with the Lemur  Co nser vatio n
Fo undatio n since 2006 when she pilo ted a field scho o l at the Fo undatio n's Myakka City Lemur
Reser ve.  Since 2009 she has dir ected and taught a field tr aining co ur se at the Reser ve ever y year ,
intr o ducing talented students to  field-based pr imato lo gy.  In 2009 she began visually do cumenting
the lives o f lemur s fr o m the r ain fo r est cano py.  Futur e plans invo lve br inging attentio n to
vulner able r ain fo r est cano pies in no r theaster n Madagascar  thr o ugh do cumenting cano py
bio diver sity at lar ge.
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