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T he Lemur Conservation Founda-

tion has been named a recipient of  

 

Natureôs Path Organic Foodsô 2009 En-

viroKidz Giving Back Award to sup-

port LCFôs work in Madagascar.  The 

highly competitive Giving Back Pro-

gram Awards money to non-profit or-

ganizations, such as LCF, that support 

endangered species, habitat conserva-

tion and environmental education for 

children. Natureôs Path, North Amer-

icaôs number one organic cereal manu-

facturer is celebrating the 10 year anni-

versary of its EnviroKidz Giving Back 

Award this year.  For more information 

go to www.naturespath.com or 

www.envirokidz.com. 
 

LCF's relationship with Nature's Path 

began with the development of the En-

viroKidz Organic Leapin' Lemurs ce-

real and cereal bars. The packages de-

scribe the work of LCF and inform 

children about lemur natural history, 

their status as endangered species, and 

their conservation impera-

tive.  ñWe are committed to 

leaving the world a better 

place than we found it by 

supporting organizations 

like the Lemur Conservation 

Foundation,ò said Arran 

Stephens, President and 

Founder of Natureôs Path 

Organic Foods.  ñWe are 

extremely grateful to the 

consumers who have sup-

ported our EnviroKidz line 

and made this possible and 

proud to be able to give 

back to this dedicated and hard

-working group.ò 
 

The grant will underwrite the construc-

tion of a much-needed classroom/

community center at Tampolo Forest 

Station that in 2006 was elevated to the 

status of Systeme des Aires Protegees 

de Tampolo (Protected Area System of 

Tampolo). This title denotes the Mala-

gasy governmental commitment to 1) 

preserve and maintain the unique biodi-

versity of Madagascar, 2) to preserve 

the Malagasy cultural heritage, and 3) 

to initiate and maintain sustainable use 

of natural resources to reduce poverty 

and to create development. 
 

This is a tall order for the people of 

Tampolo plagued with local poverty, 

demographic pressures, and a lack of 

education and understanding of human-
(Continued on page 2) 

New Classroom for Tampolo Thanks to EnviroKidz  

Malagash boy meets local fauna Photo by Amalia Fernand 
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ityôs interdependent relationship with the environ-

ment. Such social challenges are directly linked to 

species extinction and habitat destruction. To help 

address these problems, the Malagasy government 

has increased the number of years for compulsory 

education from five to seven and has mandated that 

environmental issues be taught at every grade level.   
 

From the fourth grade level up, students at the local 

schools that serve the three villages surrounding Tam-

polo (with a total population of about 2000 people) 

visit the forest station to gain firsthand knowledge 

and experience of the amazing and unique natural his-

tory living in their own backyards. Until recently, 

their teachers and the Tampolo foresters had no in-

door, protected area to assemble them for briefings 

and instruction.  Now they will have a classroom to 

facilitate these presentations.  
 

The building, however, is even more than a class-

room. After school hours, the building will double as 

a community center for both children and adults. The 

classroom will be utilized as a study hall where the 

children of Tampolo can do their homework even af-

ter sundown, as the room will have electric lights 

powered by solar panels and most of the village 

homes are dark.  Children will be given access cards 

by their teachers allowing them to use the room dur-

ing scheduled hours when an adult will supervise.  
 

Adult villagers will use the center as well. The forest-

ers and education staff of Tampolo serve the villagers 

by teaching and demonstrating ways to help forestall 

environmental degradation. For instance, the Tam-

polo foresters and staff have established a tree nurs-

ery for indigenous hardwoods used to replant defor-

ested areas and a sustainable fish farm that reduces 

pressure on Lac Tampolo.  They also teach bee keep-

ing and methods of sustainable fishing and agricul-

ture. But thus far, the local villagers rarely come to 

the forest station and the museum interpretive center 

built by LCF in 

2004. If the 

classroom dou-

bled as an occa-

sional commu-

nity center, they  

would be more apt to visit Tampolo Forest Station. 

The Station which is already a hub of environmental 

activity, can also become the civic and intellectual 

center for all residents of Tampolo villages. In this 

way, the building serves a social need while bringing 

attention to environmental issues.  
 

As new towers for wireless Internet are being built 

ever closer to Tampolo, within the next couple of 

years when Internet access is available, LCF will in-

stall four computers powered by solar panels in the 

classroom, available for the use of Tampolo village 

children. 
 

We are thrilled that the classroom/community center 

will become a reality. Three bids have been sought, 

details are currently being negotiated and finalized, 

and as soon as a contract is signed, building will be-

gin.  It is exciting to know that the Tampolo forest, 

other fragile areas in Madagascar, and the lives of the 

local people will be improved with this facility and 

we are honored to name it after EnviroKidz.   
By Penelope Bodry-Sanders 

(ñClassroomò continued from page 1) 
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Architectural rendering of new classroom 
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Critter Corner - Perfect  and ImperfectTiming  
Baby #1 

L ivening up our annual Board Meeting in April, LCF re-

ceived a welcome new addition to the reserve.  Estella, a 

female Eulemur mongoz, gave birth on April 19th to a healthy 

infant.  The timing couldnôt have been more perfect.  As we 

guided our Board Members through the enclosures, they were 

able to see just how protective a new lemur mother can be.  

Estella spent the first few days shielding her new infant with her 

tail while keeping the male at a safe distance.  On several occa-

sions Estella positioned the infant in the correct nursing posture 

while encouraging the baby to feed.  For the next few weeks the 

infant held onto momôs fur with its tiny little hands, shifting 

only to eat. 

 

 Keepers quickly began training mom and infant and Estella 

soon became tol-

erant to staff pal-

pating and in-

specting the in-

fant on a regular 

basis.  Our train-

ing efforts paid 

off when our as-

tute Animal Hus-

bandry Intern, 

Laura, noticed 

some swelling 

around the in-

fantôs fingers and 

toes.  At closer 

look we noticed 

that small tufts of 

hair were twisted 

around the in-

fantôs digits restricting circulation. Mom and baby were es-

corted to our local veterinarian that afternoon, the tufts of hair 

were removed and they were reunited within the hour.  Now the 

infant is over three months old and very independent.  Our staff 

enjoys watching the youngster hop from branch to branch or 

from momôs head to branch.  Stay tuned to the next newsletter 

as we find out if the infant is a male or female.  What do you 

think?   

Timeôs up! 

 
Baby #2 
Shiraz, our female Eulemur fulvus fulvus, gave birth to a healthy 

infant on June 16th, which was several weeks after the typical 

birthing window.  Even though it was a long wait, it was well 

worth it.  We concluded that Shiraz did not conceive until the 

very end of the breeding season.   Normally our local veterinar-

ian comes to the reserve and palpates our female lemurs prior to 

birthing season.  In Shirazôs case, this is not welcomed and we 

adhere to a ñhands-offò approach with this female.  Shiraz, al-

though still 

challenging 

toward her 

k e e p e r s , 

takes great 

care of her 

infants. 
 
Colony Up-
dates 

With the 

addition of 

the two in-

fants above, 

our collec-

tion now 

includes 35 

individuals from 8 different species.  Keeping our colony 

healthy is our main concern at LCF.  We are very fortunate to 

have an exemplary veterinary team who contribute to our col-

onyôs well-being. It is to our advantage that many local veteri-

narians welcome the challenge to work with an exotic species 

from time to time.  LCF is extremely appreciative of their dedi-

cation and hard work. 
 

In addition to our regular veterinarian, Dr. David Holifield to 

whom we are always indebted, and our consulting veterinarian, 

Dr. Cathy Williams, weôd like to acknowledge the following 

area doctors and specialists who have helped us in special ways: 
 

Dr. Heidi Wardðultrasound 

Dr. John  Kirschðsurgery 

Dr. Terah Browningðx-rays, surgery 

Dr. Anne ChauvetðMRI 

Staff of Animal ERðemergency procedures 
 

By Pattie Walsh  
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