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First Animal Husbandry Intern
Is a Keeper!

Alexandra Porpora is the Lemur

Conservation Foundationis first
Penelope Bodry-Sanders and
Mackarness« M. Goode Animal
Husbandry Intern. This six-month

internship is meant to provide hands-
on experience in the aspects of main-
taining an animal 3 :

collection and con-
tributing to a con-
servation mission.

Alex has been at
LCF since January,
and during this time
she has assisted
in the daily care
of the many
lemurs that reside
at the Myakka
City Lemur Reserve. While

the work is often hard and unglam-
orous, she enjoys it and is excited
about being LCFis first intern.

Along with routine daily care, Alex
has assisted with physicals, the
prescribed burn that took place this
spring and has traveled to pick up
new lemurs. She admits that the
mongoose lemurs and red ruffed
lemurs are some of her favorites.
A graduate of the University of Miami,
Alex first came to LCF in 2007 to
participate in a field methods course.
She has presented her undergraduate
research on obesity in captive orang-

Alex Porpora with Red Ruffs

utans at the AZA meetings in 2007 and
the AAPA meetings in 2008. Alex has
previously interned at the Center for
Great Apes, working with chimpanzees
and orangutans and volunteered at the
DuMond Conservancy with owl mon-
keys. She plans on pursuing a masteris
i T TR degree in sci-
ence education.

In addition to
working with
primates, Alex
was a zoo edu-
cator at Sea
World, where
she taught camp
for two years in
addition to nar-
rating at exhib-
its and giving small tours.

Her interest in interpretive and sci-
ence education is an added bonus
for LCF, as she has been working on
developing educational materials and
flemur craftso for the Center to use.
Alexis infectious enthusiam and
serious dedication to her work has
made her a welcome addition at the
Reserve. She thinks her time at LCF
can best be summed up in a limerick:

Alex, Lemur Conservation Foundationis first intern
She worked hard, even got a sunburn

Those lemurs she adored

And she never got bored

Even in Myakka City, who knew there was so much to
learn?
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@/Toomey Woods Burn: A Prescription for Success

On March 18" of this year, LCF teamed up with
Florida Division of Forestry and Myakka Cityis
local fire department to conduct a prescribed burn
in our 13 acre Toomey Woods enclosure. This
is the second burn Toomey Woods has under-
gone since LCF purchased the property eleven

years ago.

Prescribed

burns are
important in
Florida for
reducing fuel
buildup (i.e.
leaf litter, dead
pine needles,
rotten  wood)
that enables

fires from light-
ning strikes to
burn uncon-
trolled, caus-
ing potentially
devastating
damage. Here
at LCF, we try to burn each of our forested
enclosures every three years to minimize
the accumulation of burnable materials.

Headed by Mike Keegan, the Division of
Forestry arrived early on that Tuesday morning
and readied their equipment, while LCF staff
crated all 39 lemurs and removed them from

by Tyann Marsh

their enclosures for the duration of the burn.
Around 10am, Mike and Forest Rangers Chris
Taylor and Eugene Clark ignited the fire in the
Northwest corner of the enclosure. For several
hours the fire worked its way against the wind
to the Southeast, burning through the under-
brush of Toomey Woods. LCF staff, Myakka Fire
Department firefighters and Forest Rangers kept
watch on the fence-line for any flare-ups or line-
jumps by the fire. By late afternoon, the fire had
reached the Southeast corner of the enclosure,
and brush trucks full of water were brought in to
put out the fire as it approached the fence-line.

Forest the day after

The following day, we received a good amount
of rain that helped to put out still smoldering
trees and stumps. Though prescribed burns
are a lot of work, they are greatly beneficial,
and this latest burn was a complete success.
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